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Upcoming Special Events 

Peter Matzhold Pipes 

Feb. 

2007 

W 
e have a number of great 
events scheduled.  The latest  
event information is always 

pubished on our web site, 
www.briarpatch.biz.  Upcoming events 
are also posted in our store. 

On March 3rd, from 1 to 5 PM, Fabian 

Ziegler from Beach Cigars will be pre-
senting the Gurkha Grand Reserve cigar.  
Beach starts with a great cigar and then 
infuses it with Louis XIII Cognac, at 
about $1,500 per bottle.  The result is 
phenomenal!  Come in and try this great 
cigar.  During the show you will receive 
one free Grand Reserve for every three 
you buy. 

On April 28th Marty Pulvers from J & 

J Limited will be at the Briar Patch for a 
pipe trunk show.  Marty used to own 
Sherlock’s Haven in San Francisco and 
he’s one of the top experts on pipes in the 
US.  Marty will be bringing a great selec-
tion of medium to high end pipes.  The 
brands Marty represents include Joura, 
Barbi, Safferling, Jorgen L, Don Carlos 
and his newest edition, Mastro Beraldi.  
If you love pipes, this will be a great op-
portunity for you to get your hands on 
some of the finest in the world.  All show 
pipes will be priced at a 10 percent dis-
count. 

                            Continued on Page 2 

 

B 
orn in 1952, Peter studied 
architecture in Graz, Aus-
tria, and upon finishing 
school, he worked as an 

architect for several years. During that 
time, he began to carve pipes for his 
own use as a hobby. During a visit to 
Basel, Switzerland, Peter was con-
vinced by a gallery owner to display 
some of his pipes. This gallery show-
ing dispelled any fears he might have 
had about the reception his work would 
receive. 

Peter decided to abandon architecture 
and concentrate on pipe making. Peter 
likes to say that in architecture, he 
spent 10% of his time working, and 
90% of it fighting, whereas in pipe-
making, he spends 90% of his time 
working and 10% of his time on or-
ganization. A long period of learning 
by trial and error followed this deci-
sion, as Peter's pipe-making skills were 
entirely self-taught. He began repairing 
pipes for other pipe smokers to make 
ends meet while he began his new pipe 
making business. From this, his reputa-

tion began to grow.  Peter still lives 
near Graz, with his wife and two chil-
dren. Peter's workshop is just feet from 
his home. Peter has everything he 
needs for pipe-making close enough at 
hand that he can dart into the workshop 
the moment inspiration strikes, regard-
less of the hour. It is safe to say that for 
Peter, pipe-making is not his job, or 
even his passion, it is his life. 

Peter holds fast to his defining princi-
ples of pipe design; he only produces 
pipes with what he considers to be per-
fect (straight or cross) grain, absolutely 
no fills, and clean, sparse lines.  Peter 
sums it up best himself: "So whenever 
you decide to buy a Matzhold pipe you 
can be sure to get a pipe with good 
grain made from the best Italian Briar 
with NO FILLS, a hand cut vulcanite 
mouthpiece, a smooth, waxed and pol-
ished finish, and a unique shape that is 
nice to touch, smoke, play with and to 
look at." 

We have a nice selection of Peter’s 
pipes at the Briar Patch.  Prices start at 
about $500.00. 

Ashton Humidors 

T 
o fully understand the quality 
of Ashton Humidors, go back 
to 1887, when Terence Man-
ning returned to his native 

Bagenalstown, Ireland from South Af-
rica. Upon his return he possessed not 
only the skills necessary for the craft-
ing of the finest furniture and cabinetry 
but also the international contacts nec-
essary to locate and purchase the very 
finest materials available. 

 

Today, John Harding presides over a 
new production facility in Bagen-
alstown, Ireland, and like his predeces-
sors from the Manning family, person-
ally maintains the tradition and im-
proves the craft that has now become 
Ashton Humidors. His sources for ma-
terials can be traced back for genera-
tions ensuring that the highest quality 
and most exotic woods remain the 
foundation of every Ashton Humidor. 
He is assisted by some of the most 
skilled craftsmen in Ireland, many of 
whom have worked with the Manning 
family for over twenty years. These 
craftsmen make nothing but humidors 
and upon examination, one will easily 
learn why they are so proud of their art. 

  

“Completing an Ashton Humidor can 
take as many as 26 weeks. Every hand-
fitted joint is seamlessly smooth and all 
humidors gleam from a 40-step, hand-
rubbed velvet-gloss finish. Attention to 
detail is meticulous. Veneers are se-
lected, book-matched and in-laid by 
hand, each with an artistic flair provid-
ing uniqueness to each humidor. There 
is a delight in and fascination with the 
endless variety of wood species avail-
able, and to their richness in colors, 
textures and patterns. Harnessing this 
fascination, designing with true joy and 
hand-crafting the Ashton Humidor is a 
pleasure in skill and craftsmanship.”  
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Mark the Dates... 

►Mar. 3 — Gurkha Grand 
Reserve tasting 

►Apr. 28 — Pipe Show 

►May 19 — The CAO 
Flavorettes 

►JunePeter Leshane 
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Events Continued... 

Come to the Briar Patch on May 19th to meet the 
CAO Flavorettes.  These six beauties, one for 
each CAO flavored cigar, will be here from 1 to 

5 PM.  You will be able to sample CAO flavored 
cigars, as well as several other cigars in the CAO 
line.  This event promises to be a great time!   
Special deals will be available on all CAO cigars.  
You don’t want to miss this one. 

June 23rd from 1 to 5 PM, Saiid Karroum, will 
be here for a La Aroma de Cuba cigar tasting.  
Rated 89 by Cigar Aficionado, the La Aroma de 
Cuba is a medium bodied cigar at a remarkably 
low price.  For every three La Aroma de Cuba 
cigars you purchase during the event, you will 
receive one free. 

The Br ia r  Pa tch  i s  a  spec ia l t y  

smoke shop  and  g i f t  s t o r e     

lo ca t ed  on  t he  second  f l oor     

o f  the  Arden  Fa i r  Ma l l  n ear  

Sears .   

 Hours :  M-S  1 0AM-9PM 

          Sun  1 0AM-6PM 
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What is SNUS? Prop 86 & Beyond 

S 
NUS is a  smokeless tobacco 
used in Sweden for 200 years.  
If you find yourself in places 
where you either cannot or 

don’t want to smoke, SNUS may be the 
answer. 

SNUS is dry cured and pasteurized.  It 
is packaged in a small tin similar to 
Copenhagen.  However, that’s the only 
similarity .  Most SNUS comes in 
packets that look like a small tea bag.  
You put it under your upper lip.  And 
there is no spitting.  SNUS comes in 
several flavors and strengths. Studies 
have shown it to 98 percent safe. 

Stop by the Briar Patch.  We’ll be 
happy to tell you more about SNUS, 
and we’ll give you a sample to try.  It’s 
priced at only $5.39 per tin. 

T 
his is the first newsletter pub-
lished since Prop 86 was de-
feated at the polls.  Thank you 
all for your assistance and your 
vote. 

This is going to be a never ending battle 
until we can get the state to separate ciga-
rette taxes from the tax on other tobacco 
products.  We will try again to get the 
legislature to act this year. 

Less than a month after Prop 86 was de-
feated Senator Torlakson from Contra 
Costa County introduced SB24 to raise 
the taxes on cigarettes $1.90 per pack.  
We wonder what it is about the ‘will of 
the people’ the Senator does not under-
stand. 


